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W.R. Cobb acquires B.A. Ballou
May 12, 2008
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Cranston, R.L—W.R. Cobb Co. has acquired jewelny findings manufacturer BL.A. L 'I-‘ Eme{
Ballgu, according io a media release issued on Tuasday. - n'nnect
¢ Keep yoursell lop-of-rnd 1o your
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The scquisition includes ol of B.A. Ballow's intellectual propacty, equipment, Newsietier Program : Cusiomer
tooding and their management team, and spells the end of the 140-year-old Connect

company functioning as an independent entity. . Explora owr recant comgany NEws,
evenis and siralegic glances :

; b . Jewelers Mutual Insurance
East Providence, R.|.-based 2.4. Ballou, which was placed info court-orderad Company

recaivarship dus to financial problems and then had its assats sold off at
auction, now will operate as a new division under the corporate structura of W.H.
Cobb, Cobb/Ballow Findings.

WRC Management, an affiliate of W.R. Cobb, submitted the winning bid in the
B.A. Ballow suction hedd in late Agpril, but it was not made clear at the tima what
its plans wera for 8.4, Ballow.

Rodarick Lichtenfels, chief axacutive officer of W.R. Cabb, said the acquisition
was a major sirategic opportunity for his company.

"Fior the past 130 years, W.R. Cobb has competed with the 140-year-old B.A. Ballow. The two companies have bean the
leadears in manufacturing high-guality jewelry findings, and the combined company creates a powerful global
manufacturer.” he said.

Cobb/Ballou Findings will focus its manufacturing st the company's facilties in Rhode [sland, but also will operate offices
im England, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Thaland and Vietnam, as well as other locations.

In addition, according to the ralease, the company is taking steps to add all of Ballou™s products onla W.R. Cobb's
business-io-business Wab site, WRCobb.com.
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